[image: ]Praying for Nero
“1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Timothy 2:1-4 ESV
 
Dear Church Family,
 On Wednesday evenings at 6 PM, we have a Bible study and prayer meeting here at the church. You are invited (free admission). As I write this on Wednesday morning, this passage from
 1 Timothy is on my mind, perhaps because of the Georgia Senate race, or other recent races.
 
In Paul’s day, as today, political leadership played a direct and controlling part in daily life. Paul’s reference to “kings” would include the emperor. Nero would have been emperor at the time (A.D. 54-68). He would burn Christians alive to light his garden parties. The Roman historian, Tacitus, commented, “it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man’s cruelty, that they (Christians) were being destroyed.”
 
This raises an interesting issue. Paul strings together a group of overlapping words in verse 1—supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgiving—and instructs Timothy to pray with thanksgiving for Nero (along with all people). I don’t really think we need to press this to the point where they were supposed to be thankful that Nero was torturing Christians, but we should recognize that political leaders are important in maintaining control. We are certainly supposed to pray for them—even the ones we don’t really like or agree with.
 
The reason Paul gives for this praying is especially instructive. Praying for them helps ensure that we can live peacefully, and can serve God with dignified lives. Paul saw the value of Christians living lives that did not bring criticism on the people of God (see 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 for the same idea). Such living might even facilitate the spread of the gospel.
 
In fact, this motivation is made explicit in verses 3-4. Some scholars believe Timothy was fighting an “exclusive” mindset in Ephesus. As a result, they only prayed for “their kind.” Against this, Paul urges Timothy to teach that God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Verses 5-7 go on to affirm that Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and humans. A few decades before this letter was written, the greatest danger on the high seas was piracy. Because of the work of Roman leadership, that danger had greatly diminished, which would make it easier for Paul to travel to distant lands with the gospel.
 
To summarize Paul’s point (and mine): we should pray for our leaders—maybe especially the ones with whom we disagree—because their leadership has an impact on our ability to share the message of salvation in Jesus. That message is the way to salvation for all people.

God bless,
Pastor Kevin
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Agreeing with God     “ 8   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9   If we  confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all  unrighteousness.  10   If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not  in us. ”   1 John 1:8 - 10 ESV     Dear Church Family,     One of my favorite  old John Wayne movies is “She Wore a Yellow Ribbon . ” Wayne plays a  ca valry   officer, Capt ain   Nathan Brittles, who is nearing retirement in the age of “Indian  Fighting” somewhere out west.   There’s a line in that movie that is perhaps my least favorite line  John Wayne ever uttered. A soldier had said, “I’m sorry, Sir” about some lapse in judgment ,  and  Captain Brittles quipped back, “Never apologize! It’s a sign of weakness.”     Last Wednesday evening, we restarted our weekly Bible study and prayer meeting after a brief  hiatus during the Christmas season. The topic for our study for the coming weeks is   1 John.   Perhaps the most well - known verse in all of 1 John is verse 9 of chapter 1, quoted above. It is a  promise that confession leads to forgiveness and cleansing.     Now, a confession is not exactly the same as an apology, but I think the principle still   holds that   neither confession nor apology are signs of weakness. Rather,  when you are clearly in the wrong ,  they are signs of maturity . Admitting and owning up to a mistake is a step toward growth. It’s  simply part of facing reality , and it shows a desire   to deal with the problem .     The Greek word for “confess” literally means “to say the same.” In the context of worship, it can  mean “declare ” or “profess.” When we confess God’s greatness together, we are agreeing with  one another about who God is. In the c ontext of personal confession of sin, however, I think it’s  helpful to think of confession as agreeing with God. God defines what is sin, and if I confess my  sins, I am agreeing with God about who I am and what I’ve done.     Agreeing with God, then, is   a cri tical   step on the path toward overcoming sin. When we agree  with what God says about our sin, we are in a position to not only receiv e   his forgiveness, but to  be cleansed from all unrighteousness. Anything short of agreeing with God is to  accuse Him of  bei ng a liar (v. 10).     Another interesting   part of 1 John 1:8 - 10   is that God’s forgiveness and cleansing are tied to his   being “ faithful and just.” I’ve often heard it  asserted that God’s justice or righteousness is the  grounds for his condemning of sin, and  that’s true enough in itself. I think it is important,  however, to recognize that God is not somehow “unjust” if he forgives us when we have agreed  with him about our need for forgiveness. I could bring in another point here, although it is not  spelled out   in this passage: God’s righteous judgment on sin is “satisfied,” so to speak, because  Jesus died for our sins. This, too, is something about which we should agree with God.     God bless,     Pastor Kevin  


